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Congratulations to Cindy Tanner on her
retirement from Coastal Pines Technical
College. It has been our pleasure working
with you these past few years.

Debbie can be reached at
debwdean@hotmail.com.

The cover picture was taken by Debbie
Dean in Raybon, Georgia early one foggy
morning. Don’t you just love the country
and the early morning sights and sounds
of nature waking up in South Georgia.
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Shown are my old cleats and glove. I used these in high school.
Notice the leather sewn onto each toe. This was to give added
protection while dragging your pitching toe. Mr. Wright at Ring-
gold Shoe Shop always took care of my repairs. Shoes back then
were made of Kangaroo hide, and you had to buy them at a
smaller size to allow for stretching. The glove shown is a Rawl-
ings model, and I used it during my high school playing days. The
mit was used way before I was even born.

Emmett Blackburn Family continues giving back to community.

Parents: Emmett Blackburn – Deceased
Betty Blackburn – Deceased

Children:
Jim Blackburn (Deceased) , past Chief of Police for

City of Waycross, wife is Bonnie Giddens; children are Stacy
Carson who lives in Brunswick and is a Field Office Senior
Agent for the GBI, Jim, Jr. lives in Waycross and is a Battalion
Chief for the Waycross Fire Department; 5 grandchildren

Jeane Myddelton, married to Jimmy Myddelton (native
of Waycross), lives in Greenville, South Carolina, 3 children and
10 grandchildren

Sandie Blackburn, lives in Waycross, has worked for
Ware County for 21 years, presently works at the Ware County
Magistrate Court, has one son

Sue Welch, lives in Waycross and works with Prime-
South Bank, is married to Lewis Welch, has one son and 2
grandchildren

Rick Blackburn, Deceased shortly after graduating
from high school

Jill Tompkins, married to Dan Tompkins, both manages
the Grizzly Creek Ranch in Emigrant, Montana.  2 children and
1 grandchild. Article from the July 1957 Ware Co Times

furnished to us by Gus Darden.
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Congratulations! Kylee Wheeler, Class AAAAA
Georgia State GOLF Individual Champion.
Kylee is shown with dad/coach Tony Wheeler.

Lieutenant Kyle Daniell
shown with Jonathan, Ejaye
and Cheryl at his promotion
ceremony at Waycross Fire
Dept.

Kyle is the 2017 Waycross
Exchange Club Firefighter of
the Year.

Congratulations! Todd Carter, Class
AAA State Wrestling Champion in
the 113 pound class. He is Region 2
AAA champ and his record for the
year was 40-5. Todd will be a sopho-
more at Pierce County High School.

Photo by 
Jennifer Carter Johnson

Rene' Dixon Bolden is the new Chamber Executive Director. Renee’ is a native
of Rock Hill, SC and has lived in Blackshear most of her life. She owned and op-
erated Country Bumpkins in Blackshear for 20 years. Renee’ was a former Better
Hometown Main Street Manager known for beginning and planning Blackshear's
first ever "Christmas in the Park."Renee’ is married to Jerome Bolden and has a
daughter, Marla Davis and a granddaughter Jensi. She worships at Emmanuel
Baptist Church. 

Renee’ is looking forward to meeting and working with all of our businesses.
She is known to be a visionary, sales person and a hard worker. Rene' has a love
for people and is very excited to be working in our community. We welcome you! 

To advertise in 
WAYCROSS magazine
cal l  912-287-0948
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Advanced Symphonic Band performance
recently at Kennesaw State.

Karly Foreman enjoys reading WAYCROSS magazine
at Waycross Discovery Montessori School. Karly is the
daughter of Kristy and Cliff Foreman.

Photo by Christina Germano.

Jeanette’s Catering &
Downtown Sandwich 

Shoppe

4 17  Te b e a u  St r e e t
Wa y c r o s s

9 12 - 2 85 - 8476  Sho p p e
9 12 - 54 8 - 0567  Fa x

D a i l y  M e n u  S p e c i a l s  
S o u p s  •  D e s s e r t s

Jeanettehengeveld@bellsouth.net
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Steve Bean
Youth Art 

Exhibit
at

OHC
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“Art gives back to the community, and we are proud to host our chil-
dren’s art programming at the Okefenokee Heritage Center,” Nancy King
said after the student art exhibition reception.

Hundreds of students entered the Steve Bean Youth Art Show in April
2017. Winners included best in show for Mya Tucker for a beautiful water-
color piece of a sunset and a shadowed girl swinging off a tree.  Neely
Thomas won first place for her watercolor flower. DaNasia Thomas’s piece
of an original design coloring page in marker won 2nd.  The honorable
mentions included Elizabeth Bagley, Lauren Scriven, Aryn Broadmax, Jett
Justice, Cassie Cox, Lea Brown, and Joy Youmans. 

Steve Bean, the late
curator of OHC.

Cindy’s Salon
Owner: Cindy Lewis

912-283-1441 • 2505-A Plant Avenue • Waycross
Hours: Mon-Thurs 8:00 am til 6:00 pm

Hair Care Professionals

PPrriivvaattee PPaarrttiieess

MMeeeettiinngg RRoooommss

CCaatteerriinngg

22 88 55 -- 33 33 00 00
550044 EEll ii zzaabbeetthh SStt rreeeett

WWaayyccrroossss

http://www.kdscafe.com
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My name is Summer Roberson, and I am a second year stu-
dent at the University of Georgia. My first semester at UGA, I was
told I had to take three foreign language courses. I planned to
register for Spanish since that seemed to be every other student’s
go-to choice. When I went to register, every Spanish class was
full, so I was forced to look for other options. My roommate had
heard good things about the Swahili course offered. We decided
to give it a shot. To make a long story short, I fell in love with the
people, and the culture I was learning about. I decided to add an
African Languages and Literature minor alongside my Biology
and Psychology majors. I’d say that is where it all began. My
minor and dreams to become a doctor fed my desire to travel to
Africa, and I was determined to get there.

At UGA I am a member of an organization called MedLife.
MedLife volunteers in low-income communities in South America
and Africa to improve their access to medicine and education and
create community development initiatives. Working with MedLife
in Athens allowed me to travel with students at Georgia and other

universities (University
of Wisconsin, Kansas
University, University of
Iowa, etc.) to Tanzania,
Africa.

We touched down in
Tanzania at The Kiliman-

jaro International Airport after hours upon hours in the air. Last
summer, I traveled to multiple parts of Australia and New Zealand
for a study abroad program. A few cities we visited could have
easily been mistaken for American soil. I know this is a common
factor for nations abroad from my psychology studies at UGA.
Other countries are becoming “Americanized”- losing their culture
to American ideals and development. This was not the case for
Tanzania, and I hope that fact always remains true. Tanzania is
what you would expect it to be. It is beautiful, and it is dirty. It is an
abundance of gorgeous, untouched scenery and monkeys jump-
ing from tree to tree. It is poverty and underdevelopment and
trash littering the street sides. It is breathtaking and humbling. It is
now my whole heart, my favorite place in the world. 

We drove to our hotel, everyone staring out the windows to see
the first glimpses of this unknown country. We arrived at
Weruweru Royal Resort, where Mama and her employees would
indeed treat us like Tanzanian Royalty for the next two weeks. (In
Tanzania, everyone is family. You call one another mama-mother,
baba-father, kaka-brother, and dada-sister.) The first thing
brought to our attention as we step off the bus at Weruweru is the
scenery. There were flowers of every color, beautiful trees, and a
clear-cut, astounding view of Mt. Kilimanjaro. The majority of the
hotel, dining room, lobby, meeting areas were outside amongst
the landscape, allowing an easy appreciation for our surround-
ings. The remainder of the day, we welcomed showers and rest-
lessly awaited tomorrow—the beginning of our two-day safari.

To Give, One of  God’s Greatest Gifts by Summer Roberson
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Divided between three range rovers, we started our trek. Mambo would be my rover’s safari guide. He was an old, sweet, soft-spo-
ken man that could spot a lion lurking through the tall Tanzanian grass from miles away. We saw every animal imaginable. Each crea-
ture brought to this earth by God’s creation presented its own beauty and uniqueness. Of course, a picture does no justice. The best
camera lenses cannot capture the defined cut of a zebra’s stripes, a monkey’s approaching mischief, or the muscle contraction in a
giraffe’s outstretched neck. You just cannot appreciate the meticulous wrinkles of an elephant’s skin or the piercing eyes and story-
bearing scars on a lion’s nose until you are yards away. We sat front seat at the best show nature has to offer. One of my favorite
memories of the trip was when my rover went completely silent at the views within Ngorongoro Crater. A friend of mine broke the si-
lence with, “How can you look at this and tell me that God does not exist?” I agreed with her. At that moment the scenery alone told
us how powerful and all consuming our God is. 

Our final destination of the
safari was a large lake. It
sounds simple, but this lake
was the perfect Walt Disney’s
Lion King view. What we
called the tree of life was clos-
est to us. There were hippos
swimming in the water, and
beyond that, giraffes eating
from flattop trees and a single
elephant roaming through the
grass. We were allowed to get
out and eat dinner with this
view, but as soon as we
stepped off the rovers, all I
could do was cry. As it turned
out, I wasn’t the only one. Nu-
merous members of our group
began tearing up when they
set foot on this astounding
land. Mambo proceeded to tell
us that it is in that serene lo-
cation that elephants come
when they know they are
about to die. That will stand as one of the most powerful moments of my life. This was January 1, 2017—what an amazing way to
begin the year.

The next day we were off to start clinics. Clinics were set up through local churches hours away from healthcare (that the nearby
tribes and community could not afford anyways). Working in the clinics brought another kind of breathtaking beauty. Every day pre-
sented new stories and special scenarios that we welcomed with open arms. We operated the clinics in stations: triage, doctor, and
pharmacy. There was a separate station, tooth brushing, set up for the children. This station started the days teaching children the
simple steps on how to brush one’s teeth (but seemed to always end as playtime). We worked alongside Tanzanian doctors, nurses,
and pharmacists every day. I started Day 1 at triage with a Tanzanian nurse named Mary. With absolutely no idea what I was getting
myself into, Mary put me to work writing down patient information and taking patient vitals before they were transitioned to see the
doctors. I was so excited to use the Swahili I had been learning, and Mary had me doing just that. I spent the day writing down tribal
names, family names, and phone numbers, and I spoke directly with the patients to acquire this information. By the time lunch came
around, my brain was exhausted, but I loved every minute of it. The work at triage required interaction with every single patient. Early
in the day, I began to notice that age was hard to tell across the board. A young woman that I may have presumed to be 20 years old
would be 14. An old man that I may have presumed to be 75 would be 96. After a lunch of Kuku a wali (chicken and rice), I was off to
the pharmacy. At this station, we counted pills, wrote the prescription’s instructions, and gave the patient what the doctors ordered.
We had little interaction with the patients in this station, which allowed for more conversation with the Tanzanian pharmacists. When
I’d tell them I could speak Swahili, they would laugh and hug me before quizzing me in different subjects. I would ask the pharmacists
to teach me phrases I didn’t know, and they would ask about our future goals and plans. After we had made it through that day’s pa-
tients, we loaded up and danced and sang with children for another hour. Once we began our departure, the Tanzanian boys and girls
ran alongside the bus laughing and waving their goodbyes—another beautiful sight to see.

The pharmacy station
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I began Day 2 at the doctor’s station. The volunteers’ job was to get the patients in, help the doctor with any specific requests the
patient might have and see the patients through to the pharmacy station. The patients would speak to the doctors in Swahili so I
would pick up on words like ‘pain’ and the different body parts they would discuss. Once the patients’ visits were over, the doctors
would tell us about the different symptoms a patient would be experiencing and what they decided to prescribe. We saw tumors and
infections, but the most abundant problem was urinary tract infections. Later, we were told that the reason there was such a high UTI
prevalence was that of the inadequate living conditions every patient faced. We also discussed the medical problems such as heart
disease, something so common in America, would never occur in Tanzania.

Day 3 was my volunteer group’s workday. Each workday for every MedLife trip is different. One trip may build a home for an elderly
woman that no longer has a family to care for her, while another may build a kitchen for a community’s school. My group tore down
old school restrooms and rebuilt new, clean ones. Though they might be new and clean, these bathrooms were still nothing like the
bathrooms in America. We named them squatty potties because the toilets are quite literally, ceramic holes in the ground. Day 1 vol-
unteers ripped out the old squatty potties. Day 2 laid concrete for the new squatty potties. Day 3 dug a long hole for the bathroom’s
piping. This was one of my favorite days because it showed Furthermore the kindness and love the Tanzanian people shared with
anyone they came in contact with. We started off early in the morning, and as the day passed, more and more community and tribal
members would arrive at the school to help us dig. Our group leader explained to us that the community members were so thankful
that we were doing
work for the school that
they would want to
help. They would walk
up to you smiling, take
the shovel from your
hands, and do twice
the amount of work you
had done in half the
time. Since we had lim-
ited number of tools to
dig, it wouldn’t be long
until we would try to
steal the shovels back
to start working. We
were laughing and
fighting over shovels and work all day long. At the end of the day, the principal told us the students’ parents wanted to thank us for the
work we were doing personally, so they lined up and shook our hands and gave us hugs.

Day 4 and 5 we spent in clinics again, never turning away a patient and never wanting the days to end. We loved every minute of
this trip. We would cling to the experiences and memories made in Tanzania. Our drive to the airport was a silent one, everyone star-
ing out the windows to see the last glimpses of this know known country. I was torn between tears and smiles. Tears because I had to
leave and smiles because I knew I would be back. 

When I returned from Africa to begin the spring semester, I was enrolled in my fourth Swahili language course. We had a lesson
about the culture of Swahili speaking countries. My teacher said, "putting yourself in another culture adds to you another soul." What
a true statement that is. I added a soul in Tanzania, and I am about to one more in Kenya. As I am finishing this article, I am also
preparing to board my flight (tomorrow!!!) to work in a Kenyan orphanage for two weeks. Kwaheri! 

The group in front of the bathroom they built.
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The Diary of Anne Frank performed at the Okefenokee Heritage Center

Front row: Kimberly Elizabeth Beck, Emily Drake, Emily Beck, Barbara Griffin,
Julianna Lacefield and Benjamin Strait. Back row: Warren Wilson, Amara Grace
Jeffords,Tom Strait, Neil Morris, Lamar Deal, Aidan Jeffords and Samantha Lloyd
Bruchie. Not pictured: Issac Simpson, Hemingway Lacefield and John Lacefield.

Holy Week at First Baptist Church

Members at First Baptist Church in Waycross that prepared the delicious daily meals
are l-r, Joan Walden, Carolyn Tanzer, Leland Eldridge, Wanda Morton, Susan Welch,
Ellen Howard, Beth McClelland, Jill McGee, Becky Dell, Marjorie Rew, Carolyn Peavey,
Jennifer Stewart, Paula Day and Ruthie Conner not pictured Gloria Thomas, Teresa
Ganas, Sharon Burke, Ann Eldridge, Sheryl Clarke, Rusty Ganas and Kenny Welch.
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OkeCon is a fan convention celebrating geeky culture in comics, anime, movies, TV,
and games. The event is completely free. There were between 400 to 450 in atten-
dance.
OkeCon will return on May 5, 2018 at the Waycross-Ware County Library. Information

furnished by Kathleen McClure. The OkeCon logo was created by illustrator Durwin
Talon. Photos by Larry Gattis.

Play-to-Win Board Game Tables•

Super Smash Bros 4 Tournament•

Royal Nerd Trivia Quiz Game•

Cosplay Cafe & Cosplay Contest•

Car Costume Contest•

Kids Area •

Lego Challenge•

Story Time•

Craft Time•

Kids Games•

Hero Dress-up Photo Booth•

Coloring Sheets•

Coloring Contest & Draw-Your-Own Comic Contest•

Virtual Reality Gaming & Makerspace Open House•

Artist & Vendor Tables•

Programs include:
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Summerlin Family Farm

Waycross

• Reunions
• Gospel Sings
• Family Get Togethers
• Antique Car Shows
• Antique Tractor Shows

Contact Charlie Summerlin about your
next event and reservations. He can be
reached at 912-337-8833 and his email is 
charlessummerlin@att.net.

797 Bennett Road • Waycross

Summerlin Family Farm is conveniently 
located just across the Brantley County line.

1932-2017

Oke Con con’t
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Pierce County High School Class AAA GOLF State Champions

Head coach Stuart Stipe with
wife Summer, Drew and Lillie.

Congratulations! The team shown front row l to r:  Konner Chancey, Ian Arnold,
Jamison O'Steen, Jackson Knowlton, Kolby Basile, and Evan Kirkland, back
row l to r:  Zac Thornton, Taylor Sweat, Ty Metts, Jake Harvard, Kole Kicklighter,
John Ben James, and Coach Stuart Stipe

These guys made the All Area
Team, l to r:  Ty Metts, Jake Harvard,
Kole Kicklighter, John Ben James,
Zac Thornton, and Taylor Sweat.

Photos by Chandler Watson Productions
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The front page of the Saturday, February 3, 1906, edition of the Weekly Edition of the Way-
cross Evening Herald proclaimed Sousa’s Famous Band Coming! The article continued
“Sousa’s famous band will be the attraction at Bailey Theater in this city next Monday after-
noon for matinee only. The band has an engagement at the Savannah Theater Monday night
and will leave for that city immediately after the performance. The concert here will be under
the personal supervision of Mr. Sousa, and as this is his first appearance in Waycross, the
concert will no doubt be liberally patronized. The rate of admission had not yet been deter-
mined, but will probably be announced in tomorrow’s Herald.

Mr. Sousa, besides his band of 72 musicians, has with him this year several noted soloists.
The band is making its tour through the South by special train.” (Weekly Edition of the Way-
cross Evening Herald, Saturday, February 3, 1906)

Bailey Theater was in the Waycross Opera House located on Jenkins Street at Stephen-
son. Today that is the parking lot for Atlantic Coast Bank

The recent concert had five Sousa marches and numerous other selections with several
guest conductors and featured soloists. Azalea Winds performed the Waycross debut of
Azalea Winds March dedicated to the group and written by Alan Carter, Ware Middle School
Band Director. Tthe most famous piece by Sousa and the official march of the United States,
Stars and Stripes was received well by the audience.

John 
Philip
Sousa
Information and
pictures furnished
by Larry Gattis

Celebrating the February 5, 1906, concert by the Sousa Band in Waycross, the Ware County High School Advanced Symphonic
Band and Azalea Winds Classic Community Band performed a Sousa Marker Concert on February 13, 2017, in the City Auditorium.
Presenting the historical marker were Albert Bussey, Jr., director of the WCHS Advanced Symphonic Band and a member of Azalea
Winds; Deborah Bradley, Conductor of Azalea Winds; Mayor John Knox and Terry Kenny, a member of Azalea Winds. 

The marker, a project of the John Phillip Sousa Foundation, will be placed at the City Auditorium upon completion of a display rec-
ognizing significant performances that occurred at that location.
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Shown l-r, Coach Dave Hanson, Tyler Hanson, Rayne Riggins, Jonathan King (has glasses on hat), Kimberlee Nettles, Bryce
Young, Tori Moseley, Ben Smith, Courtney Harris, Ashton Newland, Coach Maurice England and Coach Duane Caswell.

Coach Dave Hanson, Coach Maurice England, Tyler Han-
son, Ashton Newland, Kimberlee Nettles, Courtney Har-
ris, Ben Smith, Coach Duane Caswell and David Shields

Dave Hanson, Tyler Hanson, Kimberlee Nettles,
Coach Maurice England and Coach Duane Caswell

2017 State Champions
Riflery

These shooters qualified for State Championship.

Tyler and Kimberlee made the all state rifle team.

These 5 shooters that made up the Championship team.
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Thank you Louise. 

Members of the Waycross Woman’s Club gath-
ered on South Georgia State College’s (SGSC)
Waycross Campus recently to dedicate a beautifi-
cation project sponsored by the Club. Eight red
knockout roses were planted in a bed in front of
the Waycross Campus Administrative Building in
honor of longtime club member Edith Rigdon
(front center in wheelchair). Other club members
in attendance included (middle row L-R) Club
President Lucy Todd, Penny Davis, and DeLois
Carter; (back row L-R) Rita Arnold and Chris
Music. SGSC Waycross Campus Director Taylor
Hereford said he was grateful that the Waycross
Campus was selected for the project. “I was ex-
cited when I learned the Waycross Woman’s Club
selected our campus for their beautification proj-
ect,” he said. “The roses are beautiful and have
added a nice color to the campus. I’m proud we
were able to partner with the Waycross Woman’s
Club.”
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South Georgia State College Swim Team and Softball Team

Congratulations to Coach CM Jenkins and the SGSC women’s and men’s swim teams. The women’s team earned na-
tional runner-up honors at the NJCAA swimming and diving championship for the second year in a row, while the men’s
team captured third.

The softball team finished first Georgia Collegiate Athletic Association (GCAA) regular season. They were runners up in
the conference championship.
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South Georgia State College Basketball Team

BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES   •  MANAGEMENT   •   NURSING

Our three bachelor’s degrees come with endless opportunities.  Let us help you get to that next level.

www.sgsc.edu   

ee bachelOur thr

  

ees come with endles degror’

  

  Let us helptunities..ess oppor

  

el.vou get to that next lep y

                  .edu.sgscwwww.     

Congratulations to the basketball team as they
made it to the semi-finals of the Georgia Colle-
giate Athletic Association (GCAA)  championship.

Watch Satilla Faith Channel 15 for the best in local Christian TV.
Advertisie your business to a Christian audience. For more 
information call 912-287-0948.
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Lucas and Thomas Family Dent istry, Inc

1600 Alice Street
Waycross, GA

Phone:  912-285-3140
Fax:  912-285-0260

www.thomasandlucasdentistry.com

e-mail: thomaslucasdentistry@gmail.com

Welcome to Our Practice
Dr. George Thomas and Dr. Jason Lucas welcome
you to our family dental practice in Waycross, GA.
From the very first phone call, our entire team is
dedicated to making sure that you always have a
comfortable and rewarding experience with us.
Doctors Thomas and Lucas hold a shared philosophy
of caring relationships and a commitment to
excellence in dentistry.

The Green Screen Ladies live on. Pictured at a recent get-together.
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Pierce County Recreation Department 10U Basketball State GRPA Runners-Up Class C

Congratulations! L-R, Bella Delaney, Ava Murray, Gracee Richey, Jenna Herrin, Sophie Scruggs, Zyon
Ashley, Addyson Walker, Kate Wheeler, Maura Kate Waters and Claire Murray. Coaches l-r, Allison Callaway
Herrin, Jennifer Scruggs and Acevedo Ashley.

While attending the GRPA State Basketball 10U
Tournament, we stayed at The Chicken Coop Bed ‘n
Breakfast in Crawford. We give it 5 stars. Crawford is
not to far from Athens and The Chicken Coop would
be a great place to stay. Sonja and Norman Armour
were delightful hosts. Breakfast was good too. 
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Autism.  For those affected by this disorder, the name alone is often hard to hear.  Although this disorder
was first identified in 1943, it has just surfaced into the media over the past couple of decades.  According to
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 1 out of every 68 American children is affected by autism.  A
recent government survey suggests that the prevalence may be even higher (1 in 45). It is the fastest-growing
serious developmental disability in the United States.  It is a neurological disorder that affects a person’s ability
to communicate and interact with others.  It is often accompanied with rigid behaviors and specific routines.
Autism can affect any age, racial, and ethnic group and is five times more likely to affect boys than girls.  It typically affects a person
throughout their entire life.  For many people, autism is a whole-body disorder.  Its frequent co-morbidities include seizures, attention
deficit and hyperactivity disorder, anxiety, gastrointestinal disorders, sleep disturbances, eating and feeding challenges, depression,
schizophrenia and bipolar disorder.  

Symptoms can range from very mild (unnoticeable to some) to very severe.  The learning abilities of people with autism can range
from gifted to extremely challenged.  There is no cure for autism, and although there are numerous research studies, there is no defi-
nite scientific cause of the disorder at this time.  Medical researchers continue to work diligently to reveal answers to this complicated
disorder.  Unfortunately, private funding is very limited compared to other less prevalent disorders, but continued awareness is aiding
the cause.   

Recognizing the early signs of autism and seeking intervention as soon as possible may be the most important steps a parent can
take for their child.  Although most physicians do not diagnose autism until around age 3, research now shows that signs may be evi-
dent as early as 12 months.  Children’s developmental milestones should be thoroughly screened at all well baby check-ups.  Some
of the red flags that may warrant further evaluations include:

• Lack of appropriate eye contact
• Struggles with understanding other people’s feelings
• Not responding to name
• Limited use of gestures (pointing, waving, showing, reaching) by 12 months
• No babbling by 12 months
• Remains nonverbal or limited language development
• Restricted interests
• Repetitive movements of objects (aligning objects)
• Repetitive movements of body, arms, hands, fingers
• Loss of a skill already acquired (child used to talk but stopped)
• Unusual and often intense reactions to sounds, smells, tastes, textures, lights and/or colors

Parents know their children the best and should always talk to their child’s physician if they have concerns about their child’s devel-
opment.  Many parents may hear that their child will “catch up” or “let’s wait and see what happens.”  Research shows that parents
are usually correct when they suspect something is wrong with their child.  No parent wants their child to be labeled anything but per-
fect.  However, the earlier an autism diagnosis is made, the earlier intervention can begin.  Intervention focuses specifically on devel-
oping social, cognitive and communication skills and often involves a number of highly trained professionals.  Incorporating families
into intervention programs often increases the success of the programs.  Most families of children with autism need support and en-
couragement as they deal with the daily challenges of autism.  Support groups, on-line forums, and educational seminars are abun-
dant in the field of autism and are easily accessible with today’s technological advances.  As a community, we need to educate
ourselves and our friends and families so we can offer support and guidance when the need arises.    

As a professional who deals with patients with autism and their families on a daily basis, I experience a small piece of their world
each week.  As a speech-language pathologist, I address communication deficits associated with the disorder.  Some children may
be completely non-verbal, meaning they do not speak at all, while others may carry on a conversation with minimal difficulty.  No two
children with autism are the same although they may share several of the same behaviors.  We are often times privileged to get to
witness many “firsts” with these children.  Whether it is the first time a child makes eye contact with you, the first time a child touches
a soft toy, or the first time a sound is uttered, all are monumental in the lives of children with autism.  Working with them is sometimes
our most challenging sessions of our day. However, the rewards that we receive as we witness these “firsts” is truly amazing.  

Autism is a part of the dynamic world we live in, and we cannot ignore it.  Educate yourself and others and whenever you can sup-
port those families affected by the disorder.   

Autism by Allison C. Herrin, CCC-SLP
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2nd Place, Tiffany Ryan, 11th Grade, WCHS

3rd Place, Haley Theis, 12th Grade, PCHS

2017 Autism Awareness Day at

Okefenokee Heritage Center.
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Autism Logo created by Pierce County Graphics

1st Place, Javi Bayer, 11th Grade, PCHS 1st Place, Nicole Wilson, 6th Grade, Atkinson Elem.

1st Place, Chelsea Turner, 3rd Grade Waynesville Primary 2nd Place, Kenny Marshall, 2nd Grade Waynesville Primary



The Seventh Annual Autism
Awareness Day, April 29, 2017

The Seventh Annual Autism Awareness Day was April 29, 2017, at the Oke-
fenokee Heritage Center. What a wonderful day it was at OHC. We had a bounce
house, the big slide, and Knobby the Autism Train from HBR Inflatables. There
was food donated by McDonald’s, Hardees and Honey Bees. Dunkin
Donuts/Baskin Robbins came with sweet treats and coffee. The Coke Wagon pro-
vided coke products and Friendly Express sponsored water for the event. We had
games, face painting, go fish, tattoos and hula hoops. We had Hooves to Freedom
and Hilary Cooler with Nevermore the Rabbit and other animal friends.

Everyone enjoyed take home arts and crafts sponsored Brantley, Pierce, and
Ware County school districts. The most exciting part of the Autism Awareness Day
was the ART! We had over 500 pieces of art displayed in the Warehouse at OHC.
Art was the main event of the day. Students from kindergarten to high school in all
three counties submitted art for the Elements of Inspiration Art Show. We had age
group winners from 5 categories, Elementary, Middle School, High School, Com-
munity and 3D art. Amazing pieces of art from sculpture to glass to canvas to
crayon, the art displayed was truly incredible.               



Autism Awareness Day was started in 2010 as an offshoot of
Autism Parent Group.  The Autism Parent Group is a community
support group for parents and caregivers of children with autism.
Families of children with autism need support, understanding,
and acceptance. Families report that they have often been ostra-
cized and made to feel isolated because of a lack of understand-
ing about autism and how it affects their child. The mission of
Autism Awareness Day is to educate and raise awareness in our
community about autism and the famIlies that live and love some-
one with autism. Autism Awareness Day strives to be an inclusive
environment for all in our community to have fun and participate
in a day where we are all the same. 

We look forward to the next year with Eighth Annual Autism
Awareness Day. For more information about Autism Parent
Group, contact Kim Gibson at kimgibson@ware.k12.ga.us. 

Article by Kim Gibson
Pictures by Dr. Donna McClain & Dave Callaway
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Some choices are easier to make than others. The choice to present Dr. George Thomas with the an-
nual Boy Scouts of American “Golden Eagle” Award was an easy choice.

The man lives an exemplary life, following Christ, living by His example, putting others ahead of himself
and giving of his time, talents and resources for the good of those less fortunate.

Dr. Thomas was presented the award during the annual Boy Scouts of American banquet held recently.
He was accompanied by his wife, Glynda, and several other family members.

Even in accepting the honor, Dr. Thomas was his customary humble self, thanking the organization for
the award and then asking others in the room to support the Boy Scouts as it trains boys to be Godly
men.

Born in Nicholls, the son of the Rev. and Mrs. Cecil Thomas, he was a 1959 graduate of Nahunta High
School. He earned degrees at Brewton-
Parker, Georgia Southern University and
then attended Emory University where he
earned his doctor of dentistry degree.

Following his education and training,
Dr. Thomas entered the U.S. Army where
he earned the rank of captain, serving in
the dental corps.

In 1979, Dr. Thomas moved to Way-
cross where he and his wife of 52 years,
Glynda, settled to raise their family. They
have four children and seven grandchil-
dren.

Dr. Thomas has been active in King-
dom Care, has served two five-year terms
on the Georgia Board of Dentistry, and as
a leader at Central Baptist Church, he
has taught Sunday School for 47 years
and served in nearly every capacity at the
church, all of which is a testament to his
love for Christ.

He lives out his life every day accord-
ing to God’s Word in Micah 6:8 — He has
told you, O man, what is good; and what
does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God? 

Dan Good, who served as master of ceremonies, noted that Dr. Thomas lives his life by this code every
day, living by the Boy Scout code of “doing my best to do my duty to God and country, to obey the Scout
Law, to help other people at all times, to keep myself physically strong, mentally awake and morally
straight.”
And Dr. Thomas isn’t even a Scout. But he has been a Scout supporter for years on end.

Even more impressive may be the six international mission trips he has taken, providing health care to
the peoples of underserved countries and shining the light of the Lord as he helped those suffering with
health problems.

Scouts from Troop 304 and 301 led the group in reciting the Scout Oath and law and the pledge of
allegiance to the flag.  

Ryan Barnes, Boy Scouts Coastal Georgia Council District Executive presents the award to Dr. Thomas.

The Golden Eagle
Story and picture by Myra Thrift

Watch Satilla Faith Channel 15 for the best in local Christian TV
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Judy and Danny Barnes are working on erecting a
monument showing the names of our local veterans
that are buried in our area. The monument is on the
facing page and the names appear on this page.  
To assist Judy and Danny you can call them at 912-
548-8996 or email them at dlbarnes1356@gmail.com. Monument artwork by

Becky at Yarbrough’s
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Gators Excel at State Tech Fair
Ware County High School was well represented at the Georgia
Educational State Technology Fair in Macon, Georgia. The
Georgia Educational Technology Fair is an annual technology
competition produced by the Georgia Educational Technology
Consortium. The state fair is the highest level of student tech-
nology competition in Georgia. Principal Bert Smith, along with
media specialists Candice Rice and Kellie Saxon, are extremely
proud of 11th grader Ethan Tatum bringing home 1st place in
Animation and 12th graders Mureed Sultan and Lewis Alverson
who placed 2nd and won a scholarship in Device Modification. 

Ethan Tatum

Lewis Alverson (l) and Mureed Sultan
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RUSH is a Ride Provider for the Harley Owners Group. They have a pas-
sion for riding and visiting places off the beaten path and they want to share
that passion.

2017's ride was Southern Exposure. 
June 16th-17th:  Charleston
June 18th:  Savannah
June 19th:  Waycross and Thomasville
June 20th-21st:  Pensacola

To find our more, you can contact them at rushllc@outlook.com,
http://www.rushllc.org and on Facebook at:
https://www.facebook.com/RUSH-LLC-
263718250339880/?hc_ref=SEARCH&fref=nf

While at Obediah’s, the bikers were treated
to a history lesson of our swamp area by our
friend and historian, Luther Thrift. Shown
with Luther is Joby Crews, grandson of
Connie and great grandson of Sarah and
John. John is shown relaxing and listening to
Luther.  The aerial drone shots were taken by
Jordan Drake of Drake Concepts. Jordan can
be reached at 912-387-3846 or
drakeconcepts@hotmail.com. Jordan is also
a graphic designer at Brantley Printing. 



2017 Inductees • Ware County Sports Hall of Fame

Newest Sports Hall of Fame members l-r, David Whitaker (left to right), Dustin Hudson, Tony Tanner, Mayre Her-
ring-Thompson (for her late father, Leroy Herring), John Smith and Hank Smith (for their late brother, Taylor Smith).

The Micky Rigsby Scholar
Athlete winners Noah
Shepard and Destinee
Johnson

The Hall’s History
A telephone conversation between two long time friends (Coot Cribb and Paul

Robinson) in early 1985 led to a meeting at the YMCA with others of like mind which
resulted in organizing what is known today as the Waycross-Ware County Sports
Hall of Fame. Those two, with a combined total of eight decades of sporting experi-
ence, called a meeting for June 20, 1985 to discuss their plans and the organization
was formed.

A constitution and by-laws were adopted along with a method of electing in-
ductees and for securing nominees that included a call for public submission of
names.

Of the first 11 directors chosen, nine are deceased. They are, Oscar Moody, E. L.
“Coot” Cribb, George Bowen, Paul Robinson, Vernon Willis, Fleming Tyre, Bill Green,
Jimmie Lee Dowling, and Robert Nabers.

The first induction banquet was held in 1986 with 15 former local athletic greats
becoming charter inductees in the Hall of Fame. The Hall was also granted tax ex-
empt status, making contributions tax deductible. At the 1987 banquet, 10 more for-
mer stars were inducted. The 1988 ceremony saw five more inductees admitted. The
Hall also began to recognize a male and female student-athlete from each local high
school that year. Each succeeding year five new inductees and the student-athletes
have been honored. The total number of people enshrined is 166.

Photos by Gary Griffin
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Waycross
Gaming Community

Dice were rolled. Miniatures were pushed. Shots were fired. Tackles
were made. Cards were flipped.

Saturday, April 29 was International TableTop Day. For the second
straight year, the Waycross Gaming Community (WGC) partnered with
Jerry J's, a local eatery in Waycross, for the event. The Waycross Gaming
Community is a local group designed to help grow and develop the table-
top gaming hobby.

The WGC showcased at least a dozen games over the 12 hours of In-
ternational TableTop Day. During the event, nearly 30 gamers gathered
around the tables in the private room at Jerry J's.

The morning started out with a crew playing Firefly while another group
took on Dungeons & Dragons: Wrath of Ashardalon. Firefly, a game pro-
duced by Gale Force Nine, is based off the popular television series. Play-
ers take control of a captain and ship while assembling a crew to
complete jobs. All players are attempting jobs while also trying to com-
plete a particular scenario for the game. Wrath of Ashardalon, a Wizards
of the Coast game, saw a Dragonborn Wizard, a Human Cleric, and Half-
orc Rogue attempt to explore the underneath Firestorm Peak and the hor-
rid chamber. Once they reached the Horrid Chamber, they found three
villagers surrounded by several fierce monsters. The heroes were out-
matched as the villagers were in total shock and stood frozen and the

monsters continued to devour the villagers sending the heroes in retreat. The sec-
ond game of Wrath of Ahardalon pitted the Dragonborn Wizard, Dwarf Fighter, and
the Half-orc Rogue as they just went on a killing monster spree. They ran through
a tunnel under Firestorm Peak killing 12 monsters that had been tormenting a
local village. The heroes were victorious!



The afternoon session featured a variety of games that included Hero-Realms, New York Slice, Scythe, Blood Bowl, Mystic Vale
and Memoir '44. Hero-Realms, a White Wizards Games product, is a deck building game where the player buys actions, more gold,
and even characters to attack their opponent's cards or even attack their foe. Bezier Games' New York Slice is a unique game for two
to six players. Players take turns slicing portions of a pizza in order for all players to build their own pizza. Slices can then be eaten (to
get Pepperoni points), and remaining slices are used to create your own pie to build points. At the end of the game, points are totaled
on a customer "receipt," which is a really cool idea! Scythe was created by Stonemaier Game and is an alternate history, engine-
building game. The game is set in the 1920s where players represent a
character from one of five factions of Eastern Europa who are attempting
to earn their fortune and claim their faction's stake in the land around the
mysterious Factory. Blood Bowl, a Games Workshop production, is essen-
tially a fantasy football war game as two factions battle on the gridiron.

The day was used for teaching the game as three new players learned
the rules and mechanics as Humans and Ores took the pitch. Mystic Vale,
an Alderac Entertainment Group card game, is for two to four players.
Players take on the role of druidic clans trying to cleanse the curse upon
the land. Each turn, players play cards into their field to gain powerful ad-
vancements and useful vale cards. Score the most victory. 

Article written by Tyler Peck.
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Ralph and P. O. Herrin Business and Industry Award
Dr. William Clark, III presented by Henry Clarke with Dr.
Glenn Deibert

McGregor Mayo Agriculture Award
Archie Bennett
Shown l-r, Dr. Glenn Deibert, Archie, Aaron, Selina,
Trista and County Extension Agent Joseph Slusher.

Jack Williams Community Service Award
Ken Taft (c)

Presented by Jack Williams (l) with Dr. Glenn Deibert

Photos by Myra Thrift
Society Editor
Waycross Journal-Herald 
Invitation and program
art by Becky Jordan.

Katherine Foss Education Award
Tyler Bennett
Presented by Brandi Waters with Dr. Glenn Deibert

Mission Statement: The Waycross — Ware County Cham-
ber of Commerce exists to provide exceptional services to
its members in the areas of professional development, in-
formation and networking opportunities; and to advocate
for economic and community development in Waycross
and Ware County.

Randy Sharpe Health Hero Award
Dr. Timothy Catchings 

Presented by Congressman Buddy Carter

Waycross-Ware County Chamber of Commerce
82nd Annual Banquet held at the City Auditorium in February



Banquet Committee, l-r front, Kristy Foreman, Tara
Morrison, Amy Dixon, Allie Dance, Pam Taylor & Dr. Glenn
Deibert. Back, Chris Karle, Sara Coggin, Eva Byrd and
Toni Nelson.

Georgia Supreme Court Justice Mike Boggs
with chamber speaker Hugh Thompson, Jr.

Directors rotating off of the board are l-r, Buck Thigpen,
Interim Executive Director Larry Gattis, Leah McDonald

and Brandi Waters. 

Katherine Foss

Jack Williams

Ralph and P. O. Herrin

McGregor Mayo

Randy Sharpe

Wiltronics

2500 Valdosta Road • Waycross

912-283-9459

Guitars • Amplifiers • Accessories
• We design, sell, & install sound
systems for churches, stadiums,

racetracks, & go cart tracks.
• We take PRIDE in the 

products we sell!
Since 1972
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Tommy Roberts by Sandra Strickland

Article by Sandra Strickland
Photos furnished by Jason Deal

When Tommy Roberts passed away in July 2015, Pierce County
lost a real man.

The year after he graduated from Blackshear High School in
1967, Tommy was in a motorcycle accident that left him a
paraplegic in a wheelchair. He never let his disability slow him down.

He went up near Atlanta to a training school to further his education in business. Near there, a girl named Becky
was in training to be a certified nurse’s assistant, and she came to his school as part of her internship. There, she
and Tommy met and became friends. By the time she was ten years old, Becky had lost both of her parents due to
illness and had grown up in foster care.

In the home that she was in, she was treated like Cinderella in doing the household chores and raising the chil-
dren there. She never had a normal life like other girls.

She and Tommy began to care for each other, and their hearts opened to young love.
When Tommy came back home to Blackshear, Becky came with him, and they were married. What God has put

together, let no man put asunder.
Tommy went to work in the sheriff’s office, and Becky went to work in the Pierce County Hospital. Tommy later

went to work at the tax assessor‘s office where he continued to work until his death.
A few years back, I went to visit them when I found out they lived near me.
Tommy always had a cheerful smile that would make your day. Theirs was a happy home, and they were together

for 42 years at the time of his death.
Through them, I found that it is your character that makes you a real man or a real woman.
Their life together was a true love story like when Cinderella met Prince Charming, and he whisked her away to a

happy ending.

This sinclair station was located
on the corner next to the Ware
Hotel and First Baptist Church.
The space is a parking lot now.



Miles-Odum Funeral Home and Crematory
130 Screven Avenue • Waycross

www.milesodumfuneralhome.com
912-283-2525
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My father, W. King Ponsell, was a man of integrity, honor, and moral
strength. He provided for his family and loved them. His love for me was un-
conditional, and his guidance was strong. When he spoke, he meant it. He
was dependable and fair. His advice and experience were invaluable to me
and others.

At the time of his father's death, he was the youngest boy at home, so he
dropped out of school to manage the farm and care for his mother and
younger siblings. He was a leader and pioneer in caring for his family and the
people he served in public life.

He left a wonderful legacy of honesty, service, and hard work for his family
to emulate. I am blessed and so thankful that he was the man that I called
"Daddy."       By Marie Ponsell Young

In researching the Old Waltertown story for our last issue, I discovered the his-
tory of the Ponsell family. Mr. Ponsell’s youngest daughter Marie Young gave us
some papers she had saved. Some are shown here. His obituary attests to the
fact he was a great man. We asked Marie to watch her remembrance of her
dad. 

Old Waltertown Revisited

• Commercial
• Industrial
• Residential
• Roll-Off
• Stationary Compactors

3473 Harris Road • Waycross

1-877-281-0777

Brunswick • Jesup
Waycross
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Ware County Recreation Champions and Runners up
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Photos by Gary Coker

Watch Satilla Faith Channel 15
Sundays on Vyve

912-287-0948



WAYCROSS magazine

The authentic Montessori school curriculum, including materials designed by Dr. Maria Montessori, has been used and upheld
consistently, and with consistent success, for 100 years. Montessori schools prepare students for life by offering them rigorous aca-
demic programs that develop important skills for success such as creativity, communication,
critical thinking, independence, confidence, and resilience. Dr. Montessori referred to this ap-
proach as “Educating the Whole Child,” that is, catering to each student’s academic, physical,
emotional, and spiritual development. Montessori’s developmental approach recognizes that
each child reaches certain milestones at different stages, and not all children follow the same
exact timetable of development. In keeping with Maria Montessori’s rule to “Follow the Child,”
each Montessori lesson is presented to students when they are developmentally ready and
have mastered certain prerequisite activities. 

Waycross Discovery Montessori School is a NON-PROFIT school that
provides our community with choices for educating our children. In
Montessori classrooms, students are free to move about the room and are provided several types of prepared workspaces — tables,
floor mats, and kneeling tables. They’re given a three-hour block of time called a “work cycle” in which they choose their work and par-
ticipate in one-on-one lessons or small group lessons. There are no grades or tests. Instead, assessments occur daily through the
teachers’ keen observations of the children. (The children are taught how to test themselves or each other so they can know if they’ve

really mastered something, such
as math facts. There are some
things that do need to be memo-
rized!) Ultimately, it is expected
that the children will use their time
in a productive way, balancing
their subjects and being responsi-
ble for their learning. At the end of
each semester, teachers provide

each student and his or her parents with an overview of the student’s
progress, pointing out areas of strength and areas that need improve-
ment.

Waycross Discovery Montessori School’s philosophy: Every child is one-of-a-kind. It is our
responsibility as Montessori educators to respect the needs and encourage the independent
growth of each student by creating a learning environment that does the same. While well-
structured and clearly defined, our methodologies are free to adapt to the individual develop-
ment levels, interests and strengths of each student.

We firmly believe that the best way for a child to thrive is to empower that child by creating
an environment filled with exciting possibilities to learn through all five senses.

WHAT is Montessori? WHY choose a Montessori Education?
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Waycross Discovery Montessori School’s mission is to encourage the development of the whole child by providing a comprehen-
sive Montessori education, cultivating independent thought and foundational skills as well as awareness of their environment, empa-
thy for others, and social ease and confidence; to establish within a child the intellectual, emotional, and physical rigor needed to
become a self-directed learner, flexible thinker, and creative problem solver; to support their ever-increasing curiosity about the world
in which they live; and ultimately to help our students to grow up to be successful global citizens.

Montessori schools have encouraged innovators and thinkers globally for more than a century. Those who have benefitted from a
Montessori education are part of a long tradition. They can be found in many pacesetting fields, especially those calling for creative-
ness and inventiveness.  Famous students of Montessori schools include Larry Page and Sergey Bryn, co-founders of GOOGLE; Jef-
frey Bezos, founder of AMAZON and editor and owner of The Washington Post; Katherine Graham; Steph Curry; Prince William and
Prince Harry English royal family; singer Taylor Swift; and actor George Clooney, just to name a few.

For more information, please visit our website discoverymontessorischool.us, or call 904.556.2028. 
The founding mother of the Montessori philosophy, Dr. Maria Montessori, said,
"Whoever touches the life of the child, touches the most sensitive point of a whole, which has roots in the

most distant past and climbs toward the infinite future."

721 Albany Avenue • 912-285-0287

Superior Customer Service

Where Hardware
Isn’t a Sideline

w w w. l e e h a r d w a r e a n d b u i l d i n g . c o m
LEE Industrial Supply • 1-877-588-4711

Lee Hardware
& BU I L D I N G SU P P L I E S
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2825 Memorial Drive • 283-3131 • We Support the Youth of  Our Area

At Robbie Roberson Ford we offer new Ford Cars, Crossovers, SUVs and Trucks. Go online at
http://www.robbierobersonford.net. Search for all new Ford models, including Flex, SuperDuty,
Explorer, F-150, Econoline Wagon, Expedition, Fiesta, Focus, Taurus, Fusion, Edge, Transit
VanWagon, Escape, Mustang, C-MAX and Transit Connect.

Robbie Roberson Ford Proudly Serving Waycross,
Blackshear, Folkston, Nahunta and Homerville, Offers More
Than Just Friendly Service. What can you expect when you
enter the Robbie Roberson Ford Inc. showroom? Well, aside
from a warm welcome, a great selection of new and used cars
in Waycross to choose from, as well as onsite auto service, a
vast collection of parts and a financing team that understands
the needs of drivers like you. If that sounds good to you, come
see us today!

Robbie Roberson Ford has a plethora of Ford F-150, Fusion,
Explorer, Edge and Escape models in stock, you'll have plenty
to consider before making the big purchase.

2017
C-Max


